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USD announces James I. Harris as fourth president

SARAH BREWINGTON
NEWS EDITOR

@sgbrew42
The University of San Diego
announced its fourth president last
week. James T. Harris III, current
president of Widener University,
will succeed Mary E. Lyons in
August of this year. Harris is the
last candidate in the presidential
race. He received a unanimous
vote from the board of trustees.
Harris seems to be a person
of the people. He said that he has
found various ways to connect
with his current university,
Widener University, and he plans
on connecting with the USD
community. Harris explained that
being integrated into the student
community
and
occasionally
attending student events, are among
his plans to become a part of USD.
Harris converted to Roman
Catholicism. Taking the Bible as a
guide, Harris quotes the gospel of
Luke, and finds a rule to live by.
"To whom much is given
much is required," Harris said.
"Being part of the human race,

means you have to give back."
During his time as USD's
fourth president, Harris and the
board of trustees will discuss a
few primary goals. Living out the
university's Catholic mission, as
well as becoming more involved
with the San Diego community are
among the long-term initiatives.
"One [goal] would be
deeply
and
more
engaged
in the city of San Diego,"
Harris said. "And to continue
to expand global educational
experiences for our students."
Harris has made one of his
first goals to listen, to the students,
faculty and staff. In achieving
this goal, Harris and his wife
Mary have hosted students at
their house, while he has been
president of Widener University.
"We have had anywhere
from 800 to 1,000 people at
our house," Harris said. He
even went on to say that he has
baked for students including his
famous German chocolate cake.
Amongst
these
chief
initiatives,
Harris
has
not
expressed the removal of any

Immersion trips connect
USD to the border
SAMANTHA VOGE
CONTRIBUTOR

[the drag show] more," Harris
said. "But I have no intention
of changing anything at this
moment."

Mexicans
leaving
their
home country to come to
America do so for a myriad of
reasons. Reasons range from
reuniting with family, avoiding
cartels, gangs and violence, or
for employment opportunities.
Crossing the border illegally
is not an easy or safe feat by any
means. The University of San
Diego is approximately 23 miles
from the U.S.-Mexico border,
which is about a 28 minute drive
without traffic. Most San Diegans
realize the close proximity but
never drive down to understand
what the border represents to both
the United States and Mexico.
Jill Grant and Antonio
Irastorza are border immersion
leaders that work alongside The
Mulvaney Center for Community
Awareness and Social Action
(CASA). Grant and Irastorza have
been leading these immersion trips

See PRESIDENT, Page 2

See BORDER, Page 2
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President Harris will be USD's fourth president starting in August.

programs or events. A topic under
question from students surrounds
the university's drag show, put on
by PRIDE, that garners attention
from the local news each spring.
"I would have to study it

Prescription for Remembering Sister Sally Furay, RSCJ
suicide sparks
California debate
BROOKLYN DIPPO

ASST. FEATURE EDITOR

@brooklyndippo
There is a fine line between
helping and hurting in a new
ethically controversial bill that was
recently proposed in California.
On Jan. 21, Senate Bill 128,
also known as the "End of Life
Option Act," was introduced into
the California Senate. The bill
would remove the ban on physicianassisted suicide in California
for
terminally
ill
patients.
This bill is expected to face
both moral and legal challenges
before it is potentially voted
into California law. Students
at the University of San Diego
have mixed feelings about the
possibility that doctors could
soon be prescribing suicide.
Recently, the nation followed
the story of Brittany Maynard,
a 29-year-old woman from
California who suffered from brain
cancer. With a prognosis of only six
months to live, Maynard made the
decision to move to Oregon where
the "Death with Dignity" law
has legalized physician-assisted
suicide. In the months before her
death, she took the media by storm

See SUICIDE, Page 3
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Beloved by the USD community, Sister Sally Furay attends an alumni
function.

GIANNA CARAVETTA
ASST. NEWS EDITOR

Earlier this month, University
of San Diego President Mary E.
Lyons sent out a campuswide email
informing the university that Sister
Sally Furay,RSCJ had passed away.
Furay, 88, worked at USD
for over 40 years. She served
as academic vice president and
provost, an English and law
professor, and academic dean and
department chair of the College of
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Media mistreats
community

James T. Harris will succeed Mary
Lyons as USD's commander in
chief

Arts and Sciences, to name a few of
her titles. Furay fully committed her
life to her Catholic faith as a sister
of the Society of the Sacred Heart.
In her email to the USD
community,
Lyons
said
that the legacy Furay left
to us is one of high esteem.
"This extraordinary woman
with a Ph.D. from Stanford
University and a J.D. from our
own School of Law broke new
ground literally and figuratively
to build USD," Lyons said.
"Among her greatest gifts to us

are the many professors she hired
during her tenure as Provost, men
and women whom she selected
because they shared her passion
for excellence and the mission
of this Catholic university."
Furay's service
to the
USD
community
especially
extended throughout the faculty
during her term as provost.
Debbie Gough is the assistant
vice president for academic
administration.
Furay
hired
Gough in 1975 during her time as
provost as a part-time executive
assistant under a job share.
Gough has been at USD
for almost 40 years. She
said that Furay helped her
to become who she is today.
"She told me that she decided
to do a job share for the position
because she was teaching about
sex discrimination in USD's Law
School, and she was aware how
hard it was for young mothers to
re-enter the job market," Gough
said. "Sister became my mentor.
She encouraged me to get my
master's and take on the job I have
currently, and here I am almost
40 years later. I honestly can't
imagine how different my life
would have been if I had not found
that first job with Sister Furay."
Monsignor Daniel Dillabough
is the vice president of mission
and ministry at USD. Dillabough
presided over Furay's funeral
mass and gave a homily about
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dedicated to

talk about Furay's life was to
talk about justice in action.
"For Sally it was not enough
just to talk about justice,"
Dillabough said. "While carrying
a full time position she became
a law school student. She
modeled what she believed and
never stopped doing justice, in
particular for the emerging place
of women, the marginalized in the
marketplace, the halls of academia
and the church and all of society."
Lyons
expressed
that
Furay's work was a generous
gift to USD, one that should
inspire everyone in the USD
community for the new semester.
"As you begin this semester,
think about the many gifts we
continue to receive because of Sr.
Furay's long service," Lyons said.
"May our work and all that we can
achieve for others be a tribute to
her and an expression of gratitude
for her extraordinary life."
When she first came to San
Diego in 1954, Furay was teaching
literature and drama at the San
Diego College for Women. She
was one of the founders of the
College for Women in 1949. In
1972, she helped merge the San
Diego College for Women, the
College for Men, and the School of
Law to become what is now USD.
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Where is the
revolution?

PRESIDENT continued
from Front Page

SARAH BREWINGTON
NEWS EDITOR

@sgbrew42

The bubble. A sticky,
gossamer, figurative bubble held all
the social justice issues of society
neatly packed away for another
time and another discussion.
This bubble held movements like
feminism, black equality, gay
rights, sexual assault and general
equality. This bubble, too sticky to
touch, was often blown away in the
hopes that the topics inside would
eventually go away. The bubble
has popped, or at least I think so.
And out of it poured the discussion
of Ferguson, the sexual assault
initiative "It's On Us," the fourth
wave of feminism, the acceptance
of transgender individuals, and
the discussion of gay marriage.
However, there is one issue
that I have not seen discussed yet.
Last week, three Muslim students
at the University of North Carolina
at Chapel Hill, Yusor Mohammad
Abu-Salha, her husband, Deah
Shaddy Barakat, and her sister,
Razan Mohammad Abu-Salha,
were all shot in the head by the
couple's
neighbor.
Although
the details of the story are still
being verified, it got me, and
hopefully many of us, thinking.
From this bubble poured
many conversations, but the
treatment of the Muslim population
and the Arab populations in
America was not one of them.
In my Islam, Women and
Literature class, we read the
book "How Does it Feel to Be A
Problem?" by Moustafa Bayoumi.
Borrowing the title from W.E.B.
Du Bois, Bayoumi tells the stories
of Arab people who struggle with
their own identities in Brooklyn,
N.Y., after 9/11. Some of the
characters in the book are arrested
for possible terrorist connections
and others are treated unfairly
because of peoples' various
prejudices and misunderstandings.
So when the Chapel Hill
Shooting was reported last week,
it seemed rather odd that I did not
hear a voice raising awareness
about the mistreatment of the
Arab and Muslim populations.
There is a hashtag on twitter
#MuslimLivesMatter and USD
hosted a candlelight vigil this
week. I am pleased that our
campus is aware of the injustice
done. However, the hashtag has
not garnered as much attention
as other awareness campaigns.
Where is their revolution?
1 know there are organizations
that support Muslim voices,
but these voices do not get past
the walls of their organizations.
I hope that the treatment
of
the Arab and
Muslim
populations
will
enter
the
conversation. This topic will add
another layer to the movement
of social justice and equality.

Harris explained that changing
the university from the getgo is not one of his primary
concerns. Unless someone retires,
Harris has no plans in altering
the faculty that currently work
in the office of the president.
Widener University planned
on having Harris as the president
until his contract was up in 2017.
Harris expected that being the
president of Widener would be
his last job before his retirement.
When USD invited him to apply
for the presidency, Harris agreed
to be considered. Now that he
has earned the job, Harris has
realized it is time for a change.
"It is the right time for me

to make a move in my career,"
Harris said. "[USD] has all the
elements that I would think
make it a great university."
Donald
Godwin,
the
assistant vice president and
dean of students, said that he is
thrilled to have Harris leading
USD as its fourth president.
"Having
obtained
my
doctoral degree from Widener
University, I have firsthand
knowledge of the transformational
work he has done for the institution
and thelocal community inChester,
Pennsylvania," Godwin
said.
Godwin
explained
his
connection
to
Harris.
"Additionally, I met Dr.
Harris, who served as a faculty
member of
the Management
Development Program, when
I was a student at Harvard

University many years ago,"
Godwin said. "To this day, I use a
DVD of movie clips he developed.
[...] A quote in the movie captures
the essence of his vision for our
students: 'Think of an idea to
change our world, and put it into
action!' He has my full support."
Ron Fowler, the chair
of the board of trustees, said
Harris is the best candidate for
the vacant presidential seat.
In Fowler's campuswide
email announcement to the
university, he explained why
Harris was best suited for the job.
"Dr. Harris is ideally suited
to build upon the impressive
progress witnessed at USD
under the leadership of President
Lyons," Fowler said. "He is a
compassionate servant leader
with
extensive
experience

leading a comprehensive, liberalarts based institution, with a
particular commitment to student
development and engagement
in the community. His strategic
leadership at Widener in creating
a clear vision for the university,
promoting shared governance, and
delivering measurable results in a
thriving educational environment
has been independently recognized
as a model for other universities."
Harris starts on Aug. 1,
and will move into the house of
the president on USD's campus.
Although Harris makes no promises
as to what initiatives will be at the
forefront of his presidency, he
plans on establishing a relationship
with the university community.
"I am willing to listen and
be open," Harris said. "I think
a president should be visible."

Border trips bring USD students to Mexico
BORDER continued from
Front Page
as a way for USD students to better
understand Mexican influence and
presence within the San Diego
community. Both students take
great pride in leading USD students
on these types of immersion trips.
Grant, a senior at USD, has
been leading trips with CASA
since September of last year. Her
interest in this type of service was
sparked by her photography project
about the U.S.-Mexico border.
Grant's project explored what it
means to live so close to the border
and the effects it has on those in

Photo courtesy of Samantha Voge
USD sponsors immersion trips for students to understand the Mexico and United States border.

close proximity to it. Her respect
for the border and the communities

surrounding it encouraged her
to share that type of fascination

with

fellow

USD

students.

See BORDER, Page 3

USD reflects on Sister Furay and her legacy
FURAY continued from
Front Page
Dillabough
also
said
that Furay is responsible for
USD's legacy as a nationally
ranked
Catholic
university.
"Education was her door to
the heart of people," Dillabough
said. "There can be no debate about
the fact that she and Dr. Hughes
took the helm of this university
and stood on the shoulders of
Bishop Buddy and Mother Hill
to forge a merger and build, what
is now recognized as, one of our
outstanding institutions of higher
education in the United States."
Furay was a fervent activist
for equal rights, especially for
women. In her time at USD,
she transformed the law school
curriculum to include courses
in
sex-based
discrimination.
In his homily, Dillabough said
that Furay's passion for justice and
sex equality was seen especially
in her words and her voice.
"She broke
the
glass
ceiling, actually she smashed
it,"
Dillabough
said. "Her
voice was always heard as she
spoke and wrote with words
and experience that demanded
respect. Her legacy invites us

all to be witnesses to justice.
[...] Sr. Sally is, without doubt, a
pioneer, a builder of community,
who led with her heart. "
Furay
was
interviewed
by The Vista in 1992. Furay
discussed why her position as a
woman in a leadership position
forced her to make herself visible.
"I do my homework," Furay
said. "I teach Sex Discrimination
and the Law. I'm a very strong
advocate for women's rights. It's
much less true now [in 1992],
but in the early '70s, sometimes
I'd be the only woman on a
committee - and they don't really
pay attention to a woman unless
you're better prepared "than they
are, which I usually was. Again, I
am an educator. If you're going to
empower people, then you expect
them to rise to their full potential."
Furay was also known for
her dedication to keeping her
fellow faculty peers responsible.
Peggy Agerton
is the
academic
communications
manager in the Provost's office.
In her special edition Faculty
Newsnotes about Furay's legacy,
Agerton notes that Furay would
call members of her faculty
sometimes only five
minutes
before they were off the clock.

"Sister Furay was legendary
for making phone calls late on a
Friday afternoon, 4:55 p.m. to be
exact," Agerton said. "Deans and
directors dreaded the potential
'Friday 4:55 p.m. phone call' from
Sister Furay.' Do I leave a little early
or do I stay' debate would circle in
their heads on Friday afternoons.
While working on projects and
other tasks, additional information
may be needed, and Sister Furay
didn't hesitate to make a phone
call. As she would say, 'We are
paid to be here until 5 p.m., so why
wouldn't my calls be answered?"'
In 1994, Furay founded
USD'sTrans-Borderlnstitute(TBI)
to encourage more awareness,
understanding and mutual respect
of the U.S .-Mexico border. To
honor Furay's work in establishing
the institute, TBI created the
Sister Sally Furay Lecture series.
TBI brings prominent scholars
in their respective fields to USD
to discuss the complexities
of border relations annually.
In
addition
to
her
committed
work
at
USD,
Furay's work extended into
the San
Diego community.
Sister Virginia Rodee, RSCJ
is the assistant vice president for
mission and ministry at USD

and a fellow sister of the Society
of the Sacred Heart. Rodee said
that Furay was deeply committed
to serving
the community.
"Sister Furay's academic
service, while significant, is not
the full extent of her impact,"
Rodee said. "She also shared her
time generously in a wide array
of activities for the benefit of
her community.
For example,
she helped to implement the
University of San Diego-Old
Globe master of fine arts theatre
program, and she assisted in the
creation of the Neighborhood
National Bank, which provides
banking services to San Diego's
underserved and economically
challenged
communities."
In his homily, Dillabough
also said that the USD community
must remember and model
Furay's
lifelong
ministry.
"May her legacy be a living
reminder that our world needs
strong witnesses for justice, for the
search for truth and for wisdom
and a fidelity to remain in loving
communion of one mind and one
heart with Jesus," Dillabough said.
Furay's legacy continues to
live on throughout USD's campus
by her dedication to excellence and
her tireless work serving others.
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USD appreciates the
value of border trips

pwift

BORDER continued from
Page 2

Location: Coyamaca Hall
At approximately 11:20 p.mv the department of Public Safety received a report of a sexual
assault that occurred on Wednesday February 5,2015. The complainant wishes not to
proceed with university sanction or a criminal investigation at this point.
Feb. 7
Location: West Storage facility
Shorty after 5:04 p.m., the department of Public Safety responded to a theft of a laptop
computer Upon investigation, the laptop was discovered missing by a USd F-Waste employee.
The laptop computer was last seen on Friday, January 50,2015, at approximately 4:00 p.m.
and was discovered missing on Monday, February 2,2015, at approximately 10:00 a.m. The
laptop computer is described as an Apple MaePook Pro 15.5 and is valued at 41,569.
Feb. 11
Location: Missions P Parking Lot
I At approximately 12:27 p.m., the department of Public Safety responded to a report of a
I theft of a bicycle from the Missions P bike rack. Upon investigation, the bike was reported
Ifo have been locked to a bike rack with a cable lock at approximately 4:00 p.m., on december j
] 17 2014, and was discovered missing on January 27 2015. The bicycle is black with green
I letters identifying the maker of the bicycle and is valued at 4150. Anyone having
I information regarding this theft is asked to contact the department of Public Safety at

619-260-2222.

Nora Brewington/ The Vista

After leading countless trips
to the border, Grant said there is
always something that keeps her
coming backtocontinue herservice.
"The reactions and initial
silence in the car rides after
leaving the border site really
shows how much it affects them,"
Grant said. "Then, someone
always breaks the silence with
an observation or something that
really resonated within them,
and it thrills me to know that
the trip got through to them."
Similar to Grant, Irastorza
agrees that the best part of
the experience is watching
the
students'
reactions.
"[The
most
rewarding
aspect is] seeing when it all
clicks and the theme gets through
to the students," Irastorza said.
Irastorza has been a part
of this type of service since high
school. Originally from Nogales
Sonora, Mexico, he moved to the
states as a child and decided to give
back to the migrant community

as he grew up. He continues his
service in college here at USD,
immediately joining CASA and
leading trips his freshman year.
Irastorza leads trips to
the border to both San Diego
and Tijuana. He said that he
is passionate about issues that
stem from his frequent visits.
"Border
immigration
and the issues that follow it
have always been important
to
me,"
Irastorza
said.
During his time at USD,
Irastorza hopes to continue working
with migrants and spreading
awareness of immigrant issues.
Because of USD's location,
students have the opportunity to
explore and to understand the
border and what it represents
within our community. Although
it is usually associated with
issues of illegal immigrants,
drug cartels and other forms of
unlawful activity, the border is not
something to be feared or avoided.
The reputation of the border,
and the taboo topics that go along
with it, may be off-putting, but it
also holds the rich history of San
Diego for the USD community.

USD reacts to the discussion of physician-assisted
SUICIDE continued from
Front Page

receiving nationwide attention for
her decision. Maynard became the
face of the argument, appealing
especially to young people.
One of the criticisms in
this debate is that doctors take
an oath to do no harm. Aiding in
suicide could be seen as either
relief from pain or taking a life,
depending on one's perspective.
Gary Jones, a philosophy
professor at USD who specializes
in public health policy, covers
the topic in his biomedical
ethics class. He believes that
only in extreme situations is
assisting in death not doing harm.
"I think that in certain rare
situations death is not a harm, for
instance if death is imminent and
pain cannot be managed," Jones
said. "The issue is whether or not
assisted suicide is appropriate in
those circumstances. Many would
argue that patients that would be
candidates for [assisted suicide]
would not need the option if their
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A Calif, discussion has sparked a morality debate about physicicanassisted suicide.

situation had been better managed,
perhaps in a hospice setting."
While
Maynard
was
suffering from a physical illness
that was killing her, there is fear

that legalizing physician-assisted
suicide could have consequences
for people with mental illnesses.
This trend has been shown
in Oregon over the past two

decades. Research by the Oregon
Health Authority shows that
over 75 percent of the people
who have been assisted in
suicide listed only emotional
issues but no pain as a symptom.
USD felt the repercussions
of suicide before in 2013 and
has
taken
strong
initiative
to make sure that it does not
happen again, by ' prescription
or otherwise. The university has
invested in suicide prevention
campaigns including a "Question,
Persuade, Refer" program, free
mental health screenings, and
most recently the launch of a
new "You are USD" website
dedicated to suicide prevention.
Jessica
Critchlow,
the
Assistant Director of the CHWP,
believes that legalizing doctor
assisted suicide for terminally
ill patients would have a
negative effect on mentally ill
individuals too. She also added
that students can seek healing
through counseling or medication.
"It's two-fold. If you say it's
okay for the terminally ill [to be
assisted in suicide] then those with
mental illnesses won't want to be
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limited either," Critchlow said. "At
a Catholic Institution, every life is
sacred. There is hope and there is
alternative help if you seek it out."
While some find
this
legislation to be immoral, others
are fighting for their right to die.
A San Francisco woman who is
terminally ill, Christie White, is
suing the state of California along
with physicians to decriminalize
aid-in-dying
treatments.
Scott Leer, a junior at USD,
believes that moral reservations
should not prevent this proposition
from being voted into law.
"As an American citizen I
believe that physician assisted
suicide should be legally permitted
to preserve personal freedoms
regardless of the different ethical
or moral viewpoints people
have on the issue," Leer said.
Regardless of stance on
the issue, suicide is a permanent
decision
with
consequences.
Students
with
thoughts
of
suicide are encouraged to get
free help from the CHWP or the
Counseling Center on campus.
More information can be found
at
sandiego.edu/youareUSD.

The Vista publication is written and edited by USD
students and funded by revenues generated by advertising
and a student fee. Advertising material published is for
information purposes only and is not to be construed as an
expressed or implied endorsement or verification of such
commercial venues by the staff or University. The Vista
office is located on the fourth floor of the Student Life
Pavilion in room 403B.
All inquiries should be sent to:
The Vista
5998 Alcala Park
San Diego, CA 92110
The first copies of the newspaper are complimentary,
all copies thereafter are 25 cents charge.
Opinions expressed in this" publication are not
necessarily those of The Vista staff, the University of San
Diego or of its student body.
Letters to the Editor can be submitted to The Vista
office. Letters should be limited to 300 words and must
be signed. For identification purposes, USD identification
numbers and writer's year must be included in the letter. The
Vista reserves the right to edit published letters. Any content
sent to the editor will be considered for publication unless
otherwise stated.
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Attention
slackers

Popular stores going out of business
BRIANNA HARRINGTON
BUSINESS EDITOR
@BNH1995

BRIANNA HARRINGTON
BUSINESS EDITOR
@BNH1995
Listen up, I have some
bad news for all the slackers
out there. A new application has
been released called Class 120
that will help professors, parents,
and
campus
administration
track the attendance of students.
The
developer
said
the purpose is to help students
keep themselves accountable
and teach them to be punctual.
However, I do not think
that this serves that purpose.
Students, especially college ones,
are going to learn accountability
and punctuality on their own.
I
think
that
this
application is useless and teaches
students that someone will be
there to hold their hand and
keep them accountable, which
is not the case in the real world.
Applications like this
will only lead to students falling
on their faces when they get
into a work atmosphere and
realize they have to actually
be accountable for themselves.
The app costs $200
per year and tracks the student's
attendance
and
alerts
the
parent, professor, or campus
administration of the student's
absence if they have not attended
class for two consecutive days.
It also alerts the student
that they have missed a lesson,
which is useless in my opinion
because the student probably
missed class intentionally and is
already aware of their absence.
Even more shocking is
that the developing company, Core
Principle, will call to confront
the student, which is a feature
available if the parent or professor
does not feel comfortable doing it.
If a parent or professor
cannot confront the student about
absences, then there is no reason
to track them in the first place. It
seems ridiculous that a complete
stranger would call and confront
someone about missing classes.
The app has been
made available to about 2,000
college campuses so far, and
they developers hope to extend
that to 5,000 by next year with
new marketing strategies. It
is popular in other countries
with parents who have students
studying abroad in America.
The only good thing
about this app is that the student
must download it on their
phone for it to work, so it is up
to the student if they want to
participate in attendance tracking.
Sophomore
Noelle
Souza does not believe that this
app will become very popular.
"Unless they are forced
by their parents, no one will
download the app." Souza said.
"Most people go to college to get
educated, not to ditch class. If they
are serious about their education,
they won't have to need an app
to help keep them accountable.
They will do it on their own."
Even
though
this
app seems like a good idea
at first,
1 think it will lead
to
student
dependence
on
authority figures
to keep track
of them instead of students
learning to be indpependent.

Avid
shoppers
at
RadioShack, Wet Seal, and
JCPenney should be prepared to
find new favorite stores to shop
at. Many companies have been
hit by severe financial
crises
and will be shutting down many
of their stores, or even closing
their
company
completely.
RadioShackis probably one of
the most noticeably hit companies
regarding this financial
crisis.
The company filed
for
Chapter 11 bankruptcy, which
relieves the debtor of total
financial
responsibility
for
its debts and has no limits
on the amount of debt, after
selling 2,400 stores to Sprint.
However, this move did
not come out of nowhere.
RadioShack has not turned a
profit since 2011 and has posted
losses for the past 11 quarters.
The company attempted to
revive its brand by hiring a new
company manager in 2013, but
their financial decline continued.
RadioShack
refinanced
its debt with Standard General
twice to avoid running out of
money, and that too was a failed
attempt at avoiding bankruptcy.
RadioShack
is
now
$1.4 billion in debt and the
New York Stock Exchange
(NYSE)
is. attempting
to
suspend trade in the stock.

—
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Stores like RadioShack are struggling to keep their doors open and going bankrupt.
The company has lost more bankruptcy, but it certainly seems
The NYSE is also working
on delisting the company because than $150 million over the last to be headed in that direction.
After a revenue crash in 2013,
its market value is too low. two years and defaulted on $27
Sophomore
Casety million in senior convertible notes, JCPenney has been struggling to
Orr
is
not
suprised
by which is a debt security with the regain its financial footing. The
RadioShack's
announcement. option for the note to be converted company posted a loss of about
"They have been facing into a predefined amount of the $1.5 billion and has not yet been
bankrupty for years." Orr said. issuer's shares, , in December. able to recuperate from this hit.
The company announced
Brian Sozzi, CEO and
"It doesn't suprise me that they
are failing because everything chief equities strategist at Belus that they were planning on
is moving to the Internet. If Capital Advisors offered some closing about 40 stores across
people don't have to leave their insight as to why the store failed. the nation, which will cause
"Wet Seal failed for two the loss of about 2,250 jobs.
homes they would rather shop
However, it is speculated
on Amazon. Also, it has to do reasons: a company that failed
with branding. It's pretty well to stay in tune with their by 24/7 Wall St., a company that
many
known that if you want quality customers and new rivals like republishes articles from
H&M that were able to get the of the largest news sites and
electronics you go to Best Buy."
Wet
Seal
is
joining cooler merchandise to the stores portals, that closing 40 stores will
RadioShack
in
bankruptcy, quicker and with slightly better not be nearly enough to save the
and also filed
for Chapter 11 quality than Wet Seaf'Sozzi said. company. The company would
JCPenney seems to be need to close at least 200 stores to
bankruptcy. Wet Seal announced
joining
this sinking retail ship. come back from the crippling debt
that it would be closing the doors
they have found themselves in.
The company has not yet filed
of more than half of its stores.

Spider-Man swings into Marvel/Disney
BRIANNA HARRINGTON
BUSINESS EDITOR
@BNH1995
Spider-Man will finally
be
making his way back into the
Marvel fold. Sony announced that
they would be collaborating with
Marvel/Disney on the $4 billion
franchise
that is Spider-Man.
An article by the San
Diego Union-Tribune said that
though the characters have
interacted in Marvel's comic
books for decades, they've
been segregated in the movies
because of various licensing
agreements that predated the
explosion of superhero movies.
This
news
is
huge
because
the
collaboration
increases the likelihood SpiderMan will appear in future
Avenger
movies,
expanding
the franchise
even
more.
However, before SpiderMan debuts in films with other
Marvel characters, his own
storyline will be written again.
Sony and Marvel/Disney
will be collaborating to bring
to life a new storyline for
Spider-Man; this will be the
third reboot for the franchise.
Sophomore
Praveen
Wickremasinghe, although not a
long-time follower of the comics,
is excited about this news.
"I think this will please
both the disappointed fans of
the
'Amazing
Spider-Man'

Photo courtesy of beingmyself/flickr.com

Spider-Man is joining the Marvel/Disney line-up for some new adventures
and the fans who liked it,"
Many of their new releases, the iconic web-slinger into the
Wickremasinghe
said.
"The
including "Thor: Ragnarok", have Marvel Cinematic Universe,
opens
up
fantastic
Marvel Comic Universe is now
been delayed. Some have been which
bigger and that opens the gateway
delayed by only a few months, but opportunities for storytelling and
franchise
building." Iger said.
However, there were some
guidelines to the partnership.
"The Marvel Comic Universe is now bigger and that opens the gate
Sony
will
maintain
way to more stories and adventures that can be told."
the financing,
distribution,
-Praveen Wickremasinghe
ownership, and final
creative
control of the Spider-Man films.
This means that Sony
others will not be coming to the
to more stories and adventures
big screen until 2018 or 2019 now. stands to benefit because they
that can be told. I'm excited
Bob Iger, Walt Disney will have a well-respected name
to see the interaction between
Studios chairman and CEO, said, helping with the Spider-Man
Spider-Man and the current cast
of the Marvel Comic Universe." "Spider-Man is one of Marvel's storyline and possibly more
plotlines with other characters
great characters, beloved around
The
partnership
has
the world. We're thrilled to work to work with, but they will still
had some
effects on the
with Sony Pictures to bring have ownership of the franchise.
rest
of
Marvel's
movies.

OPINION
Media mistreats transgender community
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News coverage of Bruce Jenner's future sex change reveals bigger issues

ELISABETH SMITH

CONTRIBUTOR
Recently news outlets
have been covering stories
regarding people who identify
as transgender in a speculative
manner. Celebrities such as
Bruce Jenner, who has not
officially said anything about the
transition, are ridiculed in tabloid
articles and insensitive stories.
Even Brad Pitt and
Angelina Jolie's son John JoliePitt, who was born female but
identifies as male, is subject to
the insensitive criticism, even
though he is only eight years old.
Tabloids and respected
news outlets alike are printing
stories that put the transgender
community in the spotlight,
making them seem like a novelty
instead of average people who are
dealing with very personal issues.
Why
do
these
publications choose to run
stories
about
people
who
identify
as
transgender
in
such a sensationalized matter?
Susan Chira, a New
York Times editor, was quoted
about printing two stories
about Bruce Jenner's alleged
transition in a recent article.
"We thought it put the
Jenner story in the context of a
new public and cultural focus on
transgender issues," Chira said.
But at what point do
journalists go from creating a
discussion about transgender
issues
to
exploiting
one
celebrity's personal choice to
identify as a man or a woman?
Senior
and
PRIDE
President Brent Allman believes
that
these
people
deserve
privacy from invasive media
just as much as anyone else.
"With Bruce Jenner
[stories] it's turning into a
big joke," Allman said. "This
person could be going through
a traumatic experience, and
they need support and privacy."
One of the major
issues with these transgender
articles
is
terminology.
While the appropriate
language seems foreign to
those outside of the transgender
community,
it's
important
for
everyone,
especially
journalists, to take care in
using the correct language.
The New York Times
did a two-part series on the issue
titled, "Times and Transgender
Issues" covering the topics of
pronouns and Bruce Jenner.
In the article they
cited the Times' policy on
using gender neutral pronouns
like "they", "it", and a newly
invented
pronoun
"xe".
Allman urges people
to learn the correct terminology
if they are going to speak about
the
transgender
community.
"I feel that the media doesn't
have a good grasp on transgender
terminology,"
Allman
said.
"You need to be connected with
the community to understand

Don't hate on
Valentine's Day

n
JULIANA CURTIS

OPINION EDITOR
@julianacurtis28
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Bruce Jenner is the step dad of the Kardashians' who have their own reality show.

Photo Courtesy of Mike Mozart / Flickr

Bruce Jenner has recenlty made headlines due to speculation of a sex change.
how

to talk about them."
The Gay & Lesbian
Alliance Against Defamation
(GLAAD) is taking a step to
help educate the media about the
transgender community and the
LGBTQ community as a whole.
On their website there

outsiders in our society. The
media perpetuates that image,
influencing the world to only see
these individuals in a different
light than the rest of the world.
Barnes believes the
members of the transgender
community are only given

"This person could be going through a traumatic
experience, and they need support and privacy."
- Brent Allman

are resources for journalists like
a media reference guide as well
as explanations about gender
identity and the transition process.
While this resource
is available to everyone, the
media still makes many mistakes
that can be very offensive to
the
transgender
community.
The
use
of
birth
names
creates
controversy
because the media appears to be
discrediting a person's transition
by not using their chosen name.
Freshman Abigail
Barnes
does
not
believe
media outlets are handling
these stories correctly either.
"It's
hard
because
a lot of the articles I've seen
are trying to be sensitive, but
the fact that they're drawing
so much attention to the issue
ostracizes
the
transgender
community,"
Barnes
said.
People
from
the
transgender
community
are
continually
portrayed
as

certain identities in the media.
"Most of the time
transgender people are portrayed
as the victim or in a sex role,"
Barnes said. "Even if people
are acting like they accept
[this community], they aren't
changing
any
stereotypes.

Furthermore,
Allman
believes
that
Rainbow
Educators has really helped
him understand this topic in
ways he hadn't before joining.
"[Rainbow Educators]
has given me a lot more
knowledge," Allman said. "I've
gotten good feedback and people
can always request workshops
on
transgender
issues."
The PRIDE club also brings
awareness to the transgender
community with their event,
Supreme Drag Superstar. The
event helps educate the campus on
the transgender community while
bringing levity to the situation.
"The
show
brings
fun and lightness to the issue
and performers showcase a
different part of themselves,"
Allman said. "It's one of the

"Self education is the most important thing [for
understanding these issues]. Take an interest
in how you 're talking and engaging with the
community."
- Brent Allman
As president of the PRIDE
Club, Allman, helps the USD
campus
understand
LGBTQ
issues better by being part
of the Rainbow Educators.
"Self
education
is
the
most
important
thing [for
understanding these issues],"
Allman said. "Take an interest
in how you're talking and
engaging with the community."

most
loving
and
positive
events of the year."
Going
forward,
it is important to look at
media
coverage
with
a
more
critical
eye
when
investigating the very personal
matters of celebrities' lives.
Furthermore, it would
benefit us all to learn the correct
terminology when addressing
the
transgender
community.

I know Valentine's Day can
be hard when you are single. If
we aren't currently single, we
all have been at some point, and
know our fair share about what
it is like on "Singles Awareness
Day" without a significant other.
Having said that, I also
know what it is like to be in a
relationship on Valentine's Day.
You would think that everything
would be great. Having a day to
show off your love life without
any judgment or ridicule, free
to post kissing pictures with
sappy captions, shower your
significant other with gifts, pack
on the PDA. But we are not free
from judgment or ridicule. In
fact, being in a relationship on
Valentine's Day can be even more
embarrassing than being single.
I understand the difficulty
of scrolling through your timeline
on Valentine's Day when you
are not so optimistic about love,
fighting back the eye rolls or
even disgusted gags. Although
most couples keep it tasteful and
romantic, I realize that there are
some bolder social media users
that can provide some disturbingly
intimate photos from time to time.
On behalf of these people, I
apologize. But for the most part,
all these lovebirds want to do is
join in on the celebration, showing
their friends that they are happily
in love, and showing their partner
that they are proud to show it. For
the majority of couples, this is the
only day of the year that they will
be so obvious about doing it. So
why not let us just have one day?
I fully support throwing
singles parties, or even the
clever "Galentine's Day" parties
with single girlfriends. But
sometimes
this
light-hearted
rebellion becomes not-so-lighthearted, resulting in angry "I
Hate Valentine's Day" parties,
flipping off the candy aisles at
grocery stores, or, in the case of
2015, aggressively mocking the
"me and bae" Snapchat geotag.
Some
bitter
people,
males especially, even poke
fun at their committed friends,
commenting hateful remarks on
their pictures to make them feel
lame about showing off their
love. I find this extremely unfair.
If you are single and in
college, chances are you are
endlessly bragging about how fun
single life is. Whether it is posting
party pictures, telling the stories
of your wild escapades, or even
just rubbing it in how amazing
the freedom is to do whatever you
want, chances are we committed
people have heard it all many
times. And it is very rare that we
fight you on it, as we have probably
felt some jealousy at one point
towards our unattached friends.
So, given
that
single
people basically get to celebrate
themselves all other days of the
year, why can't you just let us
other people celebrate our cheesy
day in peace? Whoever is single
now won't be forever, and you
know you will want to be just
as obnoxious when your day to
celebrate comes. If you were
single and struggling this past
Saturday, instead of being bitter,
I would have just advised you to
ignore social media for a day, or
pop in Drake's new album and
let him do the whining for you.

The views expressed in the Opinion section are not necessarily those of The Vista staff, the University of San Diego or its student body.
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Kanye interrupts another Grammy winner
West starts another dialogue about the injustices of award shows

RACHEL LA DUE

CONTRIBUTOR
After a six-year hiatus,
on Feb. 8 Kanye West made his
return to the Grammy stage— and
on this night in more ways than
one. He performed the emotional
ballad "Only One", written for his
daughter North, and sung from
his late mother's perspective.
Laterinthenighthejoined
Rihanna and Paul McCartney
on stage in their collaborative,
upbeat hit "FourFiveSeconds".
The appearance that the
crowd was not expecting from
West came when the winner of
Album of the Year was announced.
West rushed the stage
and quickly descended as Beck
went up to accept the award for
his album "Morning Phase",
which won over Beyonce's
self-titled
2013
album.
Although this is an
uncommon occurrence at the
Grammy's, West's behavior is
not unprecedented, as it was a
reference to his infamous 2009
VMA incident when Taylor
Swift's "You Belong With
Me" won Best Female Video.
West interrupted Swift's
speech as he unexpectedly
appeared on the stage, grabbed her
microphone, and proceeded to say
that Beyonce's "Single Ladies"
video should have won instead.
West
experienced
severe backlash following this
episode, causing him to leave
the country for nearly a year.
West's
rushing
the
stage at the Grammy's was a reenactment of the VMA fiasco, but
he was also once again implying
that Beyonce was not receiving
the credit he believes is due to her.
West
spoke
about
the
incident
in
a
postGrammy interview with E!
"Beck needs to respect
artistry and he should've given
his award to Beyonce," West said.
"We as musicians have
to inspire people who go to work
every day, and they listen to that
Beyonce album and they feel like
it takes them to another place.
Then they do this whole
promotional event, and they'll
run the music over somebody's
speech, an artist, because they want
commercial advertising. No, we
not playing with them no more."
The question remains
as to whether West's approach
to his disapproval of the award
recipient at the Grammy's was
all in good humor or if his
actions were inappropriate and
demonstrated a complete lack
of respect for Beck as an artist.
It is important to note
that although West's statements
may seem to be too critical
of
Beck,West
himself
has
given his own awards away
when he believed someone
else
was
more
deserving.
In 2007 he gave his
BET Video of the Year award
to Big Boi & UGK, and in 2008
he gave his Best Rap/Hip-Hop
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Kayne West is known for his musical hits, however he has made news due to him rushing on stage during the Grammy's.
Male AM A Award to Lil Wayne.
Many
would
agree
with West's statement, having
been inspired while listening to
Beyonce's album countless times.
I would have loved
to have seen Beyonce win the
Grammy as well, however I do
not discredit Beck's incredible
talent and the value of his music.
Freshman
Caitlan
Bertram
believes
that
West's remarks were clearly

these award shows.
"I think that he was a little
rude and unprofessional," Brown
said. "But I think he wanted to
bring awareness to the fact that
the Grammy's doesn't always
get the public opinion right."
"He is an honest person.
I feel like his type of honesty is
definitely more on the cutting
edge side, and people are just not
aware of it or prepared for it."
Although West's honesty
within

"We as musicians have to inspire people
who go to work every day, and they listen to
that Beyonce album and they feel like it takes
them to another place. Then they do this whole
promotional event, and they'll run the music over
somebody's speech, an artist, because they want
commercial advertising. No, we not playing with
them no more."

- Kanye West
offensive
and
unnecessary.
"Kanye could have gone
another route to get his point
across," Bertram said. "Six years
after robbing Taylor's moment in
the spotlight, this incident was
just his attempt to bring attention
upon himself and his brand."
Bertram
is
not
alone in thinking that West is
egotistical. Many perceive him
to be arrogant and self-centered.
On the other hand,
West's behavior can also be
interpreted as an unapologetic
confidence in his work and
a
powerful
unwillingness
to indulge in false humility.
Sophomore
Calvin
Brown believes that West's
actions and words may have
been misguided, but his intention
was only to draw attention
to
a
perceived
inequality

may be too blunt and problematic
for some, he still forces all of us
to consider difficult questions:
Why is Beyonce, a powerful
woman of color, continually
boxed out of some big awards
despite
her
iconic
work?
Many
would
agree
with
Kanye
that
Beyonce
was snubbed a second time
at
this
year's
Grammy's.
It is important to note
that it is the members of the
Recording Academy that vote on
who takes home these awards.
However, there is a
secret committee that was created
in the 1990's that has a final
say over who wins the Album
of the Year award in particular.
These voters' identities
are kept private, making it
difficult to interpret the reasons
behind
their
decisions
of

winners, or if any particular
biases are taken into account.
After
this
year's
snub, people are questioning
whether
award shows are
constructed to favor certain
artists, or at least certain genres.
It makes sense when
looking at the facts. Critics even
agree that Beyonce should have
taken it home, as her album's
Metacritic score was higher
than that of Beck's album.
Artists
like
West
seem to be encouraging a
more open dialogue about
how these winners are chosen
and the real reasons why.
West
was
justified
in expressing his disapproval
of
Beck
winning
the
Grammy
over
Beyonce.
He conveyed his opinion
in a way where he was able to
make fun of his past mistake,

while still voicing his passionate
views, as we are all entitled to do.
West later stated in an
interview on Ryan Seacrest's
radio show that he does in
fact have respect for Beck.
"Beck
is
one
of
the nicest guys," West said.
"There's nothing that I will
want to do as a fellow musician
to disrespect him in any way."
Beck
does
not
seem to be harboring hard
feelings
towards
West.
"I still love [West] and
think he's genius," Beck said.
"I aspire to do what he does."
Regardless
of
your
opinion of West, he is a man
that has kept us interested.
His impromptu behavior
creates a lot of controversy, but it
is nonetheless thought-provoking
and often times extremely relevant
to important issues we face today.

Letters to the Editor Policy
The Vista strongly encourages letters to the editor
from students, faculty, staff, administration and the
community.
Correspondence should be sent to managing@
usdvista.com with the subject line "Letter to the
Editor."
Submissions should be limited to 500 words and
must include verifiable contact information. Letter
content is subject to editing for clarity and style.
The Vista does not publish anonymous letters,
those addressed to a third party or letters in poor
taste.
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Fifty Shades of Grey film creates controversy
Film sparks debate over healthy BDSM relationships and blatant abuse
JESSICA DRAKE
COPY EDITOR

Many University of San
Diego students flocked to San
Diego area movie theaters this
weekend to watch the muchanticipated "Fifty Shades of
Grey."
But clearly there is
some disconnect, since this past
weekend it brought in almost
$250 million globally but has
been torn apart by critics and
received an abysmal score on
Rotten Tomatoes of 26 percent.
As moviegoers rave
about the fun and sexy nature of
the film and recommend it to all
of their friends, film critics are
ranting about the poor acting,
terrible chemistry, and overall
lack of cinematic finesse.
All the while, the
debate
around
the
moral
decency of BDSM in general is
predictably detracting from the
real controversy of this filmChristian Grey is an abuser.
The film's
depiction
of a relationship that departs
from what an actual healthy
BDSM relationship, let alone any
relationship, should look like will
cause people to get hurt in the
future.
And I don't mean a
few rope burns from uninformed
newcomers attempting BDSM
without learning anything about
safety.
That may sound like a

judgment about BDSM practices,
or a condemnation of a bit of
spanking.
It really isn't. Safe, sane,
and consensual is the unofficial
official slogan of the BDSM
community. And any BDSM
that adheres to those principles
or guidelines is fine
by me.
However, Christian Grey is the
complete opposite of safe, sane,
and consensual.
It is easy to miss the
malicious nature of Grey's
behavior in the book. Readers
and viewers of the book and film
franchise are prepared for explicit,
slightly taboo sex scenes and a
romantic whirlwind a la Twilight,
the book that the original fan
fiction was based on.
Things
that
readers
are not sniffing out: stalking,
manipulation, threats, and even
a lack of consent that can be
construed as rape.
Aside from the obvious
stalking and invasion of privacy—
Grey finds out where Anastasia
Steele works, tracks her phone,
and shows up in her locked house
unannounced — the fundamental
problem with their relationship is
the lack of consent.
Just like any non-BDSM
relationship,
sexual
activity
between individuals must be
consensual.
That's consent freely
given. Not coerced over time and
manipulated out of one party.

Even

if

someone

is

Photo Courtesy of Todd Mecklem/Flickr
Fifty Shades of Grey has brought lots of attention to BDSM relationships.

inclined to think that Steele's
eventual acquiescence to the
terms in Grey's BDSM contract
is valid and freely given, the
revoking of that consent cannot
be misconstrued.
At one point in the book
Grey threatens to tie her down
and gag her if she struggles more,
immediately after she had said no
to his advances and attempted to
kick him off of her.
Herein lies the problem.
The proliferation of the popular
film will undoubtedly lead to
greater problems for victims of
domestic violence.
It makes the actions of
abusers seems acceptable, and
it enforces to victims the idea

junior at USD, explained her
main problem with the book that
the movie is based on.
"The
media
makes
this book seem like a 'howto' guide for BDSM which is
really worrisome because it
romanticizes abuse," Villasenor
said.
Senior
Lindsay
Waterman, herself a survivor of
intimate partner violence, agreed
that this franchise will most likely
have unforeseen consequences.
"No one wants to
believe that someone who's
supposed to love them would hurt
them," Waterman said. "And now
that this kind of abuse is being
framed as acceptable by a highly

This criticism of the
nature of Anastasia Steele and
Christian Grey's relationship can
seem to suck all of the taboo fun
away for fans who sneakily read
the series on their Kindle, or went
with a group of friends to see the
film for a fun single Valentine's
Day night.
There's still nothing
wrong
with
enjoying
the
titillation of the fringes of sexual
culture, but the importance
of acknowledging the abuse
inherent in Fifty Shades of Grey
cannot be denied.
We spend so much
time parsing out the causes of
gun violence in this country. We
point our fingers at the movies we

that they should stay with their

anticipated him, 1 just worry that

watch when it comes to violent

abusers.

girls, like me, will see it and go
along with it."

crimes, why should violence in
relationships be any different?

Alexa

Villasenor,

a

Always' #LikeAGirl ad brings empowerment to girls
ALLISON AGRE
CONTRIBUTOR

If you are anything like
me, Always' #LikeAGirl Super
Bowl commercial, which seeks
to defy gender stereotypes, gives
you goose bumps.
Embracing
feminism,
the commercial aspires to turn the
phrase "like a girl" into a positive
statement.
The
commercial
regained popularity when it
was played during the Super
Bowl. Because of its powerful
impact on the huge Super Bowl
audience, the hashtag was almost
immediately trending on Twitter.
The commercial first
asked men, women, and a
young boy to portray themselves
throwing, running, and fighting
"like a girl." They proceeded
to do these actions in a very
exaggerated, goofy, overtly weak,
and obviously inaccurate way.
The people behind the
camera then asked young girls
to do the same actions. These
girls completed the actions to the
best of their abilities. To them,
doing something "like a girl" is
empowering, not disempowering.
The commercial asserts
that it is not until after puberty,
when self-esteem sinks in, that
girls start to interpret the phrase in
an unfavorable way because they
hear it being used as a derogatory
statement.

Junior Kristin Mitchell
agrees with the commercial's
message."I think it was really
important that they showcased the
age difference because it is really
true that little kids don't notice
things," Mitchell said. "It is not
until you get to middle school that
you start realizing, noticing, and
picking up on little mannerisms
like that which are insults."
Sophomore
Gianna
Pappas was also a fan of the
commercial's empowerment of
women.
"This ad was inspiring
because it shows that, for girls,
growing doesn't have to inhibit
who they are," Pappas said.
"Doing something like a girl
doesn't have to take on a negative
connotation."
In our society, the
phrase "like a girl" has negative
connotations.
It is essentially an insult
that implies the way girls do
things is not as good as the way
boys do things.
In this way, this string of
words suggests that simply being
female is not as good as being
male. By putting masculinity on
a pedestal, the undertone of "like
a girl" implies that we should all
strive instead to be like a boy.
This phrase trivializes
everything that people who
identify as a girl, like myself,

try to do. The belittling of
women does not stop with
this phrase. Normalizing the
idea that masculinity is our
society's highest standard, there
are plenty of other words and
phrases that also contribute to the
disempowerment of women.
But most movements do
not come without backlash and
this campaign is no exception.
In response to this moving and
enabling commercial, so-called
"meninists" — the opposite of
feminists — threw what could
only be called a hissy fit.
Complaining about the
unfairness of the commercial,
the meninists got #LikeABoy
trending on twitter as a response.
Their argument, which
is that the commercial somehow
oppresses men, comes from
complete ignorance and a major
lack of understanding of the issue.
It seems that these
meninists could not stand not
being the center of attention for
once and, therefore, they had a
tantrum about it.
The
#LikeAGirl
commercial is a good reminder to
be careful about the significance
of our words.
Not only does language
matter in regard to gender, but in
many other aspects as well. The
words we use without thinking
of their implications affect many
different people.

Many things we say
are harmful to the LGBTQ
community,
people
with
intellectual
and
physical
challenges, and minorities.
These words are often
synonymous with being stupid or
pathetic.
But they should not be.
The everyday use of these phrases
just shows that sexism, racism,
etc. are still very prevalent
and part of our culture. Our

vocabulary is a part of why the
marginalized stay marginalized.
But we can change that.
We can eliminate these words
from our vocabulary.
"Or, inspired by Always,
we can change the negative
connotations attached to these
words into positive ones.
Everything I do, I do
#LikeAGirl — that is because I
am a girl — and I am proud and
unashamed.

Published on Jun 26, 2014
Using #LikaAGirf as an insult is a hard knock against any adolescent girl And since the rest of puber

Commercial shows younger girls

Screen shot courtesy of Always
to their best ability.
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You have seven seconds to
make a first impression...
In an interview, tfiat is enough time to
introduce yourseffandshake hands. Other than
that, ad thepotentiafempfoyer can see is your
outfit, dfprofessionaf attire is outside of your
fashion scope, then shopping for it can he especiady
intimidating. Luckify there are interview fashion
icons worth foffowing in TV shows and movies, ft j
new mobde app, Spy fight, can hefp you find cfose j
or exact matches to ad your favorite Cooks andfindl
the outfit that widget you ajohl

(Neaf Caffrey- uWhite Coffar"
if you are one of those men who can rock
a skinny tie, do it! It widset you apart
from other appficants withoutgoing to the
extreme of a bowtie. tdeaf CaJJrey Jrom
"White Codar" is an expert at this

Ofivia Tope- "Scandaf"
Ofivia Tope's wardrobe is the epitome of
professionaf. Tfer outfits are neutraf,fitted,
and accessorized without going over the
top. Tress hike Tope for your interview if
you'd he working in aformaf office.

Charfes (Bass- "gossip (gird
ftdding some ffare to your outfit is
risky hut if you make Charfes "Chuck"
(Bass your icon, you can master the
took. Q-Ce mixespatterns jlawfessfy
heaving a very trendy first impression.

Jordan (Be fort- aThe Woff of Waff Street"

Carfy Whitten- uThe Other Woman'
Carfy Whitten in "The Other Woman"
• puts a modern twist on traditionaf
business attire, if you want to stand out
from the crowd, you shoufdfodow her
head.

Confused about business casual'? Think of it as
C(EO casuaf. Tindyour inspiration in the
weekend wardrobe of Jordan (Be fort from
"The Wo ff of Waff Street".
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Lent is a four letter
wordy so is diet.

FEATURE

Spylight

at your fingertips

The fashion app that allows you to dress like your favorite TV and movie characters
BROOKLYN DIPPO
ASST. FEATURE EDITOR
@brooklyndippo

KAITLIN GOODHART
FEATURE EDITOR

Lent
started
on
Wednesday, and much like New
Years resolutions, you hear people
ranting about what they're going to
be giving up this year. Lent lasts a
short forty days and seems like a
much easier resolution to follow
through with than a year long one.
Eating healthy, exercising and
dieting are all typical New Year's
resolutions that are not uncommon.
Growing up in a relaxed
Catholic family, lent was never
enforced by my parents but was
encouraged. Lent is the time you
give up something like a bad habit
or something that takes up too
much of your time. The popular
thing to give up for lent this year
is social media, since it's taking
over our lives and distracting us
from time we could be praying.
The traditional meaning of Lent is
to prepare yourself through prayer,
repent for your sins, and stop living
in denial.
To my surprise, I have
more friends giving up gluten,
dairy, or sweets for lent this year
than anything else. It takes 28 days
to break a habit, but why are you
using this religious holiday as an

excuse to diet? Is it because we go
to a Catholic university and you feel
obligated to give up something for
lent? Or perhaps Lent has become
a trend for college students.
I can see why there's
more motivation to give up
something for Lent than to stick
to your New Year's resolution,
since Jesus is involved and all. It
is killing two birds with one stone,
but really you're only hitting one
bird. Dieting doesn't have anything
to do with Jesus. Living a healthy
lifestyle could be inspired by your
religion, but being a size two
probably is not.
If you're giving up social
media for Lent instead of your
favorite snack food, ask yourself
why. Is it so you can focus more
on your studies, or is it so you can
get more spiritually in touch with
God? If you're giving it up for
either of those reasons you'll still
be bettering yourself, for yourself,
but that's not what Lent is about.
We forget that Lent is a religious
holiday, just like we forget our
New Year's resolution by the time
March rolls around. Even websites
are advertising twenty creative
ideas on what to give up for Lent.
Going on a diet to live a
healthier lifestyle is never a bad
thing. Do that for yourself and on
your on own time. Motivation is
key to success, but using Jesus as an
excuse will not help you reach the
top. So before you decide to stick
to a no carb, no sugar, cardboard
diet for the next forty days, ask
yourself why you're doing it.
Everyone needs some
Jesus in their life. When it comes
to your faith, you don't get to chose
what Snapchat filter you want to
use.

A new fashion app is
connecting viewers to popular
TV and
movie characters
like never before. The app,
Spylight, works on set with
costume designers to connect
its users with exact matches
from the characters' closets.
The Spylight mobile
app will be launched on the
App Store by the end of this
week in wake of an already
popular website and blog.
Spylight was founded
by Casper Daugaard in 2014
when he was frustrated that it took
months of online searching to find
his favorite Zac Efron looks from
the movie Charlie St. Cloud. The
young Yale graduate flew to Los
Angeles, met with executives
from Twentieth Century Fox,
and was given access to the sets
so he could start his business.
The app has worked on
44 movies and 61 TV shows to
date, bringing a variety of styles
to its users. Users can navigate
the app by searching for the
name of a show or movie, a
character, or a product. The app
provides you with exact matches
to outfits from each scene when
they are available. And when the
outfits are out of stock, custom,
or unreasonably priced, the app

Photo Courtesy of Lexie Fahey/Spylight
The Spylight mobile app makes it as easy Shazaming a song to locate and purchase your favorite TV or movie character's outfits.

provides close matches that are
almost identical and affordable.
Lexie Fahey
is a
sophomore at USD and a
campus ambassador for the new
app. Her favorite feature on
the app is audio synch, which
listens to the show or movie
you are watching, identifies the
scene, and then identifies all
of the products in that scene.
"It's like the Shazam
of fashion," Fahey said. "The
app is taking the outfits in
peoples' favorite shows and
creating a way for them to
buy them in one easy step"
Some of the looks are
surprisingly inexpensive too; it is
just the combination of different
pieces and accessories by fashion
experts working on the set that

make them look high end. For
the first time, viewers are being
connected directly to the costume
designers so that instead of
buying clothes like their favorite
character's, they can buy their
favorite
character's
clothes.
Jessie Gold is an
entertainment expert who works
for Spylight and said that the
key to keeping up with trends
is by following pop culture.
"The best way to stay
up to date on trends is to observe
the fashion around you: in pop
culture or on screen in TV Shows
or Movie," Gold said. "Spylight
is an app that connects its users
with fashion directly from stylists
and costume designers and
allows you to dress exactly like
the characters/stars you admire!"

Students at USD are
already looking forward to
the release of the app. Sam
Pantazopoulos, a sophomore, is
excited to be able to shop for the
outfits of her favorite fashion icon.
"I would totally use
this app," Pantazopoulos said.
"I love that it shows you every
piece of an outfit, not just the
clothes but also the accessories.
Now I can finally buy Blake
Lively's closet from Gossip Girl."
The Spylight app takes
the struggle out of shopping. Now
when you see something you like,
or someone on TV that inspired
you, and you can buy it online
right away All this is possible
with the touch of a button.
No more searching, no
more settling. Just shopping.

USD Swing Club swings into spring

MEGAN STOLL
PATRICIA COSULICH
CONTRIBUTORS

The University of San
Diego is home to a new Swing
Dance Club, which hosts free
lessons, dances, and assistance
in attending off-campus events.
They've also hosted social
dances in Aromas, including
a Halloween and a Christmas
social. With each event, the club
has been growing and attracting
new members to its family of
dancers that are hep to the jive.
Many students may think
that swing dancing and jazz music
belong in the past, but the jive is
alive and at USD. Originating
in the 1920s and continuing to
grow, swing is a genre of dance
that includes styles like the
Charleston, Balboa, and Lindy
Hop. Almost all swing dance

styles are partner dances, where
there is a leader and a follower
dancing together. They are
extremely socially oriented. After
making a comeback in the 1980s,
the Lindy Hop has been spreading
all over the world, infecting
dancers with the Swing bug.
The
USD
Swing
Dance Club will kick off the
Spring semester by hosting a
social dance called Swing into
Spring. This dance is a great
opportunity for students to let
loose and connect with their
inner jive. The event offers a
intermediate workshops, a free
beginner lesson, a social dance,
and an excuse to wear vintage
duds or ritzy dresses. Swing into
Spring will be held on Saturday,
Feb. 21 in the UC Forums A
and B. The times and details
can be found on the USD Swing

Dance Club's Facebook page.
Any student can enjoy
finding their inner hep cat.
Sophomore Mark Sasaki, an
engineering major, was one
of the earliest members of
the USD Swing Dance Club.
"I love the music and
the thrill of the fast motions.
It is unique and enjoyable
at any level," Sasaki said.
"The community supporting
it is incredible because they
welcome anyone and everyone."
Dax Hock and Sarah
Breck, one of the world's top
ten Lindy Hop couples, will
be teaching workshops and
then performing for students
at Swing into Spring. When
they are not running the Lindy
Loft, the most prestigious swing
dance school in Los Angeles,
they travel the world spreading

Photo Courtesy of The USD Swing Club
The USD Swing Club is getting ready for their Swing into Spring workshop, performance, and social dance.

the joy of swing dancing. They
have also appeared on Dancing
with the Stars, in multiple music
videos, and on several TV shows.
Dax and Sarah have
inspired many of the USD
Swing Club members to grow
the club and the whole college
dance community, including
Sophomore Marguerite Lehman.
"I'm excited to see
so many dancers on campus,"
Lehman said. "It will be great
just to see the potential and
consider what future dances
on campus might look like."
Swing dancing is not
only about learning dance steps,
but it also helps build self-esteem,
social skills, and creativity. Even
world class Lindy Hoppers
continue to learn and grow
from the dance including Hock.
"Dancing has given me
both confidence and humility. It
has taught me how little I know
and how wonderful it is to learn
new things," Hock said. "Lindy
Hop has been equally a mental
battle as a physical one. There is
so much psychology in partner
dancing, and so many problems to
solve and solutions to discover."
Swing
dancing
represents an attitude that is
both welcoming and ambitious.
Every member of the Swing
community wants anybody and
everybody to come dancing.lt
is a feeling of joy and freedom,
which is now available and
calling to every student here on
campus with Swing into Spring.
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Choosing a home for four years, why USD?
RACHEL TROUNG
CONTRIBUTOR

One of the toughest
decisions a student must make
in their academic career is
what college they will go to.
Many factors come into play
when making the decision such
as location, national ranking,
and opportunities, as well as
price, people, and atmosphere.
In the end, the most important
aspect of choosing a college is
if you will be both happy and
successful there as you continue
your
educational
journey.
With a population of
over 5,000 students and sporting
a freshman retention rate of 89
percent, the University of San
Diego ranks high on the list of
ideal colleges, according to a US
News and World Report. USD
appeals to students looking to
attend a small, private university
nestled in the heart of San
Diego. Armed with perfect
weather, beautiful beaches, and
hundreds of restaurants and
dozens of museums, there is a
variety of opportunities for any
university student. San Diego
allows you to find
different
ways to bolster your enjoyment
of life outside the classroom.
In addition to the
many opportunities in the city
of San Diego, junior Courtney
Cooper was attracted to the
educational opportunities at USD.
"Smaller class sizes
mean more time the professor
will take out of their schedule to
help you," Cooper said. "That,
and can you really say no to

all of the seminars and stuff
that USD gives? There's a new
one just about every week, and
they're always really interesting
and a lot of fun to go to."
According to the US
News and World Report, USD
has a student-teacher ratio of 15
students per professor. The small
class sizes give USD a competitive
edge over other San Diego
universities such as UCSD and
SDSU. USD was ranked No.95
on a US News and World Report
out of all colleges in the nation.
Outside the classroom,
the city of San Diego also offers
many ways to make life in general
more enjoyable. Freshman Emily
Bolender is a San Diego native
and has sampled many of the
restaurants
and
recreational
activities that San Diego has to
offer. Bolender cites popular
eateries such as Stacked and
Extraordinary Desserts among
the main reasons why she chose
to stay in San Diego for college.
"I've already been to a
lot of restaurants in San Diego and
can't even begin to claim that I've
been to them all yet," Bolender
said. "I am making it my life goal
to try all of the restaurants in San
Diego by the time I graduate."
Aside from a wonderful
location and a strong emphasis
on the value of education, USD
also offers over 100 student
organizations, including clubs and
sports teams. A student can not
only find many lifelong friends
through
these organizations,
but they can also follow their
passions. This bolsters their
satisfaction with college life and

allows them to continue pursuing
them long after they graduate
This
sentiment
is
echoed by Senior Christopher
McCullouch, who has been
involved
in
many
student
organizations
on
campus.
"I've made so many
friends from being involved and
just going out and doing what
I love," McCullouch said. "If
there's one thing that I'm going
to miss about this place, aside
from the food, it's the clubs
and activities I've done here.
Sure, I might leave my mark
and come to watch a game or
two, but it won't be the same as
actually being there as a student,
cheering for the home team."
USD is set in a
wonderful location: five minutes
from the beach, ten minutes from
downtown, and surrounded by
many museums, restaurants, and
other sources of entertainment. It
also offers many educational and
recreational opportunities that
allow every student that walks
through its halls to succeed. Aside
from location, education, and
opportunities, there is still one
more important aspect that just
about every student must take into
consideration before they choose:
finance. USD's tuition stands at
a rather daunting $42,908 a year,
as opposed to UCSD's $36,180 a
year for out of state and SDSU's
$18,026 a year for out of state.
This is a price tag that is anything
but cheap. However, USD is
proud to be home to students
and staff that find ways to make
that price much less frightening.
Prospective Freshman

Kevin Nelson/ The Vista
The Univserity of San Diego's Immaculata is the center piece to USD's beautiful campus.

Krista Pham is hoping to apply to
USD in the fall of her senior year.
Thus far, she has gone on the tour
and attended several information
sessions. When asked about
her interest in USD, Pham
cited money as one of the main
reasons why she was applying.
"USD gave my cousin
a huge scholarship to come here
and 1 know that this college is
very good about giving financial
aid, " Pham said. "I know that if
I can get in here, this school will
do all it can to make sure that I
can have the time of my life
here without having to worry so
much over the bill. I like their
monthly installment payment
plan and wouldn't mind applying
for more scholarships outside
the ones offered by the school

if it means I can come here."
USD stands as both a
potential and a continuing home
for many students, freshmen and
seniors alike. While there are some
that may become disenchanted
by the bustling student life and
the rigorous curriculum offered
by USD, others have long grown
very attached to this and accepted
it as another way to help ease
the transition into adulthood.
McCullouch reflects on this
as he prepares to leave USD.
"It's not like I've never
wanted to transfer-1 have, plenty
of times before," McCuWoucb
said. "But I gotta say, I'm glad I
never did; USD is and always will
be my home. It's got the food,
the people, the location, and the
classes I need to help me succeed."

Neighborhood Spotlight: trendy spots on India Street
WILLIAM CARLETON
CONTRIBUTOR

University
of
San
Diego students looking for a fun
place to spend an evening do not
need to look very far away from
campus. While some may have
explored India Street on a trip to
Little Italy before, there is plenty
more to check out on India Street.
Easily accessible by the Green
Line trolley stop down the hill
from USD, the area around the
intersection of India Street and
Washington Street is packed with
a variety of places to eat, drink,
and spend an enjoyable time off
campus. Here are a few places
worth checking out along this part

of India Street.
Lucha Libre Taco Shop
is a Mexican wrestling themed
restaurant that sits on the corner
of India Street and Washington
Street.
With colorful masks
lining the walls, Lucha Libre
footage playing on the TV, and
the golden Champion's Booth
table, this taco shop has a distinct,
lively atmosphere. Even with
wait times, the food will satisfy
any fan of taco shop fare.
Hagop Margossian, a
senior at USD, recently heard
about Lucha Libre and is already
a fan of the food. "I've only
been there a couple of times,"
Margossian said. "But I do like

the Surfing California."
Home of the Surfing
California Burrito, a hybrid of
a Surf and Turf burrito and a
California burrito, Lucha Libre is
very popular, and even appeared
on Travel Channel's "Man v.
Food" in 2010. Any trip through
the area should include a stop at
Lucha Libre.
If you are not in the
mood for Mexican food, you
might want to try some British
cuisine. Farther down India Street
and up a flight of stairs is the
Shakespeare Pub and Grille. Here
you can order traditional British
dishes such as fish and chips,
shepherd's pie, and a variety of
drinks, including tea for those
who might not drink alcohol. The
English Tudor style of the pub
creates a unique sense of being in
another country without leaving
the city.
Senior Jackie Crilley
found the place to be a reminder

London. "Shakespeare's Pub is
an awesome place to experience
a small part of London in San
Diego," Crilley said.
Sport fans will also be
pleased to know that the pub
shows live broadcasts of soccer,
or as they say in England, football.
The great atmosphere and variety
of things to eat and drink make
Shakespeare's Pub and Grille a
notable place to check out when
visiting India Street.
Across the street from
the Shakespeare Pub and Grille
and across the second level of
the building is the National
Comedy Theater. Fast-paced
improv comedy performances are
staged according to input by the
audience.
The Mainstage Show is
at 7:30 and 9:45 p.m. on Friday
and Saturday nights. The cast acts
in teams in order to compete in
various games, similar to "Whose
Line Is It Anyway?" The show
incorporates the audience into

.-l.i/

their acts when thinking of scenes
on the spot.
Senior Sarah Zentner
found the shows at National
Comedy Theater to be an engaging
and special experience. "I love
how engaging, entertaining, and
spontaneous the performances
are," Zentner said. "Part of what
makes each show so special is
knowing that it's the only one of
its kind. You'll never see the same
one twice!"
To keep the audience
and actor interaction PG rated,
the cast will place a paper bag
over your head if you get too out
of line. With other variations of
the show on certain days of the
month, there are plenty of laughs
to be had here over multiplevisits.
Though this is not every
place of interest on this stretch of
India Street, hopefully it has been
enough to show what this area has
to offer. There are plenty of things
to see, so make sure to get out and
explore.
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Missing Music

Hardin's Hodad's: celebrating a burger legend
DYLAN BROCKMEYER
ASST. A&C EDITOR

@dbrock08

KEVIN KARN
ARTS & CULTURE EDITOR

@kkarn7
Formostofmy life,Tuesdays
have been reserved for one thing:
new music. I remember grabbing
the Best Buy ads from my dad
on Sundays just to see which
albums were being released that
week. Then, I would take my
$10 to the store after school on
Tuesday and pick up the latest
addition to my album collection,
placing it pristinely on my
bookshelf in alphabetical order.
I understand the concept
of physical albums has become
obsolete and I am okay with
that. The mid-2000s brought the
transition to digital audio files
and people started purchasing
and downloading music to their
computer libraries. My Tuesday
tradition remained basically
the same, although my weekly
trip to Best Buy turned into a
morning iTunes session where I
would download an album to my
library. Whether it was on iTunes
or on my bookshelf, my music
still was exactly that: mine.
Today, my Tuesdays bring
me to Spotify and their "New
Music Tuesday" playlist. I love
having all of the albums and
singles at my disposal and it
opens up new possibilities for
discovering artists you would not
find on the front page of iTunes
or any store shelf. The issue is
that my unlimited access has not
added anything to my personal
collection. I have not purchased
or downloaded an album in over
a year and have not opened
iTunes in at least four months.
While it may seem like
a non-issue for me and other
music lovers out there, it is the
next generation that I fear for. At
this rate, any child growing up in
the future will wonder why their
parent's music collection stops
in 2013. What happened in the
next ten years? Why is there no
music from before 2000? Who
are The Beatles and what did
Michael Jackson actually do?
Personally, I owe a majority
of my music taste to my dad's
spinning CD tower. It is where
1 was introduced to iconic bands
like Electric Light Orchestra and
The Bee Gees, while becoming
immersed in albums like Elton
John's "Captain Fantastic and
the Brown Dirt Cowboy." It
is where I learned about Kurt
Cobain and Freddie Mercury.
Not only will older artists be
forgotten, but there is a danger of
today's stars getting lost in the
world of streaming. Their legacy
will only be as long as they are
relevant because anything short
of "Throwback Thursdays" will
fail to preserve the impact they
had on a generation. Anyone
short of Kanye West and Beyonce
will be cast off into the world of
the Internet for future children
to hopefully "StumbleUpon."
Unfortunately, it appears
that our incessant desire for
instant access and convenience
may lead to an immense gap in
music knowledge for the future.

Great surprise and saddened
shock rocked San Diego's Ocean
Beach on the afternoon of
Thursday Feb. 5. Beloved owner
of Hodad's and the man credited
with "best burger in America,"
Mike Hardin, died of a heart
attack in a hotel in Chowchilla,
Calif. He was making a trip to
visit his daughter in Oregon.
Hardin took over the
family business in 1967 from
his parents. After a while, he
moved it to it's current location
on Newport Avenue in Ocean
Beach. Hardin influenced many
lives, he took the time and went
out of his way to help community
members solve problems. He
was referred to as the mayor of
Ocean Beach and treated each
of his customers like they were
family.
Hardin made Hodad's
famous for giant portions of fries
and onion rings along with huge
hamburgers and milkshakes.
The interior of the restaurant is
decorated with license plates
from all across America and a
giant road sign that reads "Ocean
Beach Only."
The exterior is covered with
a vast array of different bumper

Photo Courtesy of Flickr Creative Commons/Bonnie Dean

Hodad's has been serving the Ocean Beach community since Hardin established it in 1969.

stickers. There is not a piece of
the restaurant that is not covered
with some contribution from a
customer. Hardin was most well
known for his signature tattoo of
"Boss Man" across his knuckles
and his one-of-a-kind personality,
like that of his burgers.
Hodad's was featured on
Guy Fieri's TV show "Diners,
Drive-ins and Dives" a couple
of times and students like
sophomore Courtney Freeman
loved seeing a local joint being
given so much national attention.
"I really love watching

Photo Courtesy of Flickr Creative Commons/Matt DeTurck

With massive burgers and fries, Hodad's is a go-to spot in San Diego.

ARTS & CULTURE
WRITERS WANTED
Interested? Contact: arts@usdvista.com

triple D," Freeman said. "I've
seen Hodad's on it a few
times and it's definitely a San
Diego landmark and one of the
most popular burger joints in
America."
A touching
makeshift
memorial was erected outside of
Hodad's Ocean Beach location.
Surrounding the door and all
along the front facade of the
restaurant were flower bouquets,
burning
candles,
religious
quotes and written sentiments to
friends and family of how much
the San Diego community had
appreciated Hardin.
A large photograph of
a smirking Hardin doing his
signature pose of arms thrust
forward showing off his knuckles
tattooed with "Boss Man"stood
with a taped on piece of paper
of longtime friend Guy Fieri's
tweet about the news of Hardin's
death.
"RIP Mike Hardin 'boss
man'. You helped the world in so
many ways," Fieri said. "We will
miss you everyday."
Despite Hardin's death,
his Hodad's family continues to
carry on his traditions of "giant
burgers and fat milkshakes."
There has been a great amount
of love and support for the
famous burger joint by fans and
loyal customers. There are still
massive lines and a bustling
crowd within Hodad's everyday;
customers who are willing and
eager to wait in a line for more
than an hour just to get that
unique Hodad's experience that
Hardin made so famous.
Freshman Rachel Maltz
found the whole scene heart
warming, proud of how San
Diego came together over
something a man tried to achieve
throughout his whole life.
"It was shocking and
touching to see that many people
there to support the restaurant

and their beloved owner," Maltz
said. "I never knew the owner,
but to see how many people
in the community appreciated
and were willing to support the
family was moving."
Locals in Ocean Beach
fondly recalled that Hardin was
a genuinely kind man and never
turned down an opportunity to
give back to the community. He
created a legacy not only through
his attitude, but also through his
staff and the signature family
business he leaves behind.
The food definitely does
not go unnoticed by students
either. Senior Callie Mahlan
recalls the few times she'd been
in Hodad's and how the food and
atmosphere was when Hardin
was working there.
"It's pretty crazy and busy
in there almost all day everyday,"
Mahlan said. "The food is huge
and greasy, while that's not my
favorite it was pretty fun. There's
honestly not another restaurant
like it, it's a really cool place and
I hope it doesn't change."
Looking at the line outside
Hodad's daily, one can not help
noticing all the different types of
people. People that stir and can't
stand still look like they've been
quite a few times and can not
stop coming, young beach babes,
still salty and barely covered
with clothes, fresh off the beach,
children filled
with energy
running around as hot parents
fan themselves with the menus
yelling for some peace and quiet,
seriously tattooed fellow boss
men and bros with a pint of beer
in their hand and without a shirt.
Hardin's life was dedicated
to giving good food to all kinds
of good people; witnessing
the familial atmosphere that
surrounds the entire restaurant
and every customer inside
Hodad's, one could say he never
lived a day of it in vain.
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AvaTop quality never used EcoBike electric bicycle. Up
to 30 mph, climbs hills. Quick charge, charges when
pedaling. Speedometer, lights, charge indicator. Brush
gearless DC motor. $900 Call (619) 742-7357.
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Fifty Shades short of being a decent film
SOLOMON-DANE HOOD
CONTRIBUTOR

This
Valentine's
Day
weekend
many
couples
celebrated with the erotic film,
"Fifty Shades of Grey," which
sold out three showings this past
Saturday at our local AMC in
Fashion Valley.
There has been a lot of hype
around this film, especially with
the book's extensive fanbase,
but it was a letdown. Both the
book and the screenplay are
considered low on the spectrum
of good writing, and while the
screenwriter had bad prose
to work with, there was no
literary climax and not enough
"climaxes" to pay justice to the
book.
The filmmakers
did do
some things correctly. A Danny
Elfman score in a film is a win
for anyone; the soundtrack of
the film actually earned more
positive reviews than the movie
itself. The album features
Beyonce, Annie Lennox, Sia,
and the Rolling Stones, and the
music added body to the mostly
lifeless scenes.
There were also many
impressive visual features of the
film. The costuming and location
were amazing, although at times
redundant. It was symbolic for
most of Chrisian Grey's house

to be, well, gray, along with his
office and his entire wardrobe.
This contrasted with Anastasia
Steele's colorful clothing and
warm apartment, and of course
the infamous Red Room.
On an acting level, both
Jamie Dornan as Grey and
Dakota Johnson as Steele did
well with what they were given,
with Dornan able to reveal
more layers, or "shades", while
Johnson was given a pretty one
sided character.
One major opposition to the
film, and its print counterpart, is
its romanticization of abusive
relationships. Throughout the
movie, the sex and related acts
are all consented to and Steele
seems to enjoy most of it.
The relationship outside
of the sex, though severely
underdeveloped, does relate
Grey to his origins as a fan
fiction Edward Cullen. Grey is
guilty of stalking, intimidation,
isolation, and numerous other
forms of emotional abuse. The
counterargument could be that he
did outline in his contract what
he was looking for—a contract
Steele never signed physically
though basically adhered to.
The crime may be a fatal
lack of communication. Neither
Grey nor Steele strove to accept
the other for who they were and
instead tried to force each other

into their ideal partner. Needless
to say, the relationship, whether
abusive on Grey's part or simply
poisonous on Steele's part, was
ended. Although the ending of the
movie wasn't truly an "ending",
she said "no" and so ended her
life with Grey, and with all the
sins this movie commits, it does
empower the victim who then

character. And while the heroine,
Steele, loses her virginity,
undergoing the dynamic change
akin to the protagonist of most
films, she remains the same static
character throughout the film.
The screenwriter does try (and
fails) to exemplify the change,
with Steele's best friend saying
how she looks different.

"Every moment is anticlimactic, as is
the whole movie, finding no real peak
of conflict and then when it fades to
black the audience is unsure if it is
even the end. "
leaves the relationship that was
taking a toll on her life.
While many movies like
"Fifty Shades of Grey" deviate
from
traditional storytelling
because the subject matter
deviates with the norm, it falls
short of any plotline. Every
moment is anticlimactic, as is
the whole movie, finding no real
peak of conflict. Then when it
fades to black the audience is
unsure if it is even the end.
While Grey has layers he
continues to reveal throughout
the story, he is still a flat

Attempting to be the
salacious,
guilty
pleasure
romance the cult novel was,
the film
unintentionally fell
into cheesy comedy with lines
like Grey's "Laters, babe." The
funniest scene is when the two
leads negotiate the terms of
Grey's contract, which Steele
never signs, and Steele says no
to all manner of dirty deeds and
goes on to list many which she
was unfamiliar with and that
some of the audience understood.
The
book,
although
debasing the very name of

literature with its middle school
prose, does develop a relationship .
between the two. It shows both
of their ability to learn from each
other and Steele's enjoyment of
all the sexual acts, no matter how
scandalous the book.
The film, however, does not
develop this relationship at all;
she fears him and abhors almost
all the things he is capable of.
Despite this, there is a dramatic
scene where she reveals she is in
love with him. The movie gives
us no reason to believe she has
fallen in love with him.
As someone who never
completed the book nor really
understood the excitement until
recently, I had less room to be
let down. Yet screenwriter Kelly
Marce, who also wrote "Saving
Mr. Banks," found a way to
disappoint.
With
the
looselytermed "ending" of a victim
overthrowing her tormentor, I
believe there are a million ways
they could have done this better,
even with E. L. James's work as
source material.
Steele's "no" could have
been more of a celebrated victory
than a somber separation. The
best way to describe the film
"Fifty Shades of Grey" would be
that last word, gray. Gray as in
colorless, featureless, dull. Fifty
Shades of Dull.

This Week's Events
in sunny San Diego:
Located in Eos Angeles, California, LMU ranks #3 among the Best Universities
with Masters Programs in the West (US News & World Report, 2015}

FOLLOW YOUR PASSION, AND
EARN A MASTER OF ARTS
DEGREE IN ENGLISH AT LMU
• Concentrations offered in Rhetoric and Composition,
Literature, and Creative Writing
• Work closely with international and nationally
acclaimed literary and cultural critics, poets,
playwrights, and fiction writers in small graduate
classes
• Convenient evening classes for employed students
• Merit and need-based scholarships, a library
internship, and other professionalizing experiences
available
• New, multi-million dollar library offering the latest
technological assistance and support for writers and
researchers
• Beautiful campus perched on a bluff with views of the
Pacific Ocean and Santa Monica mountains

For information about our program, visit:
http://bellarmine.lmu.edu/english/graduateprogram/
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Dee and Anderson play final game in JCP
HUNTER JAMESON
SPORTS EDITOR
@HJamo

m

In the last two weeks,
two of the best coaches in
college basketball history passed
away, Dean Smith and Jerry
Tarkanian. Each of these men
had extraordinary success and
were pioneers for the game of
basketball.
Smith was the head
coach for the University of
North Carolina at Chapel Hill
from 1960 to 1997. He led the
Tar Heels to more victories than
any other coach in collegiate
basketball history at the point of
his retirement. Smith won two
National Championships in 1982
and 1993, while coaching some
of the most prolific players to
ever touch a basketball.
A few of his most
noteworthy
players
include
Michael Jordan, James Worthy,
Vince Carter and Charlie Scott.
He accumulated a record of 879254 over his tenure as coach of
the Tar Heels, and left his mark
on the community, but also the
nation and basketball family.
As a talented player
himself, Smith won a National
Championship in 1952 during
his college career as a J ay hawk
at the University of Kansas.
It's always sad to hear
about the world losing someone
so transcendent in their respective
field. Smith was legendary and
deserves the utmost respect and
recognition.
Tarkanian is especially
close to my love for basketball
because I grew up watching him
lead the Fresno State Bulldogs. I
would go to all of the games, and
he built a strong program that
brought the Fresno community
together.
My parents were close
friends with Coach "Tark"
and traveled with the team on
occasion for a few conference
tournaments. I'll never forget
watching the Bulldogs at Selland
Arena in Fresno take on some
of the top teams in the country.
Tarkanian made such a positive
impact at Fresno State that the
campus was able to expand by
adding the Save Mart Center,
which the basketball team now
competes in.
Tark also coached for
the Long Beach State University
49ers and University of Nevada,
Las Vegas Rebels, where he
won a National Championship
in 1990. He boasted a very
respectable record during his
coaching career, winning 761
games. He also led his teams to
18 NCAA Tournaments and four
Final Four appearances during
his 30-year career. He brought
his team to a top five ranking in
the nation during 10 of his 30
seasons.
It's a shame that such
legendary names in the history
of basketball are no longer with
us, but their legacies and impact
will not be forgotten. My dad's
generation grew up watching
these coaches and it's crazy
to think that time goes by so
quickly.

MATTHEW ROBERSON
ASST. SPORTS EDITOR
@mroberson22
Last Saturday marked the
end of an era for University of
San Diego men's basketball. On
that day, Feb. 14, the seniors
played their last home game.
Senior Day is always a special
event for the fans, as they get one
final chance to salute the players
they have been cheering on for
the past four years.
This particular Senior Day
carried even more meaning,
as the fans in the Jenny Craig
Pavilion knew this was the last
time they would be watching
record-setting guards Johnny
Dee and Christopher Anderson.
Unfortunately the team was
not able to send the seniors out
on a winning note, as they lost a
heart-breaker to the St. Mary's
Gaels in double overtime.
Dee and Anderson both
had success throughout the game,
with Dee scoring 21 points and
Anderson providing a great allaround performance that has
become his trademark. Anderson
finished with a stat line that is
typical for him, logging nine
points and five steals in addition
to 11 assists. Saturday was the
36th time that Dee scored at least
20 points, and the 11th time that
Anderson has had double digit
assists in a game.
Dee, a four year starter,
described the feeling before
stepping on the court as
bittersweet, as he knew the
significance that came with
playing in front of the home fans
for the last time.
"I will miss having my
family and my friends being able
to come down to games," Dee
said. "It's been a fun experience
and one that I will remember."
Senior Day also brought an
end to forward Thomas Jacobs,
guard Nick Kerr and center Simi
Fajemisin's playing days at the
JCP. These players were honored
before the game alongside Dee
and Anderson. In a classy move
that is common for Senior Day,
head coach Bill Grier opted to
start all five of his seniors.
Jacobs, a transfer from Cal
State Northridge, spent the last

two years playing under Coach
Grier. He is a ferocious rebounder
for the Toreros, and he had the
best game of his career earlier
this season in a win against BYU,
putting up 19 points and 13
rebounds.
Fajemisin has played in 127
games during his time at USD,
serving as a solid bench player
and an imposing presence around
the rim. This season Fajemisin
is shooting 62 percent from the
field, which is the best percentage
of anyone on the team.
Kerr, who is the son of
Golden State Warriors head coach
Steve Kerr, has appeared in 39
games for the Toreros. He made
his first career start in the Senior
Day game against St. Mary's.
Dee will go down as
arguably the best player in
program history, holding school
records in points scored, three
pointers made, and free throw
percentage. He has averaged over
15 points per game during his
USD career, and he is the only
Photo Courtesy of USD Athletics
player in school history to score
over 2,000 points. Despite all of Johnny Dee attempts to score against the St. Mary's Gaels.
his individual achievements, Dee
periods. Afterward, head coach
"My favorite thing about
is always quick to point out the
playing for USD was all the Bill Grier spoke about the
importance of his teammates.
support and encouragement I intensity of his seniors' last home
"My favorite thing about
received," Anderson said. "The game.
playing for USD has been the
"What a crazy game,
boosters and alumni and fans all
teammates I have had," Dee said.
give great support, and it goes especially down the stretch,"
"I feel very blessed to be a part of
a long way knowing you have Grier said. "We had a lot of
a team that is close."
opportunities to win it but just
people rooting for you always."
Anderson,
the
other
The Senior Day game was didn't get it done, which is
record-setting senior, has had a
a great one, despite the losing disappointing. It's such a fine
remarkable career of his own.
result for the Toreros. It featured line between winning and losing.
"It's been a lot of fun,"
several intense moments down Our guys kept fighting and we
Anderson said. "Especially the
played our tails off. I told them
the stretch as the teams battled
Gonzaga games; the gym is
they have nothing to hang their
it out at the end of regulation
packed."
heads about."
and throughout both overtime
He holds USD records for
most career assists as well as
most career steals. But if you
look beyond those two stats,
you find that Anderson is an
extremely well-rounded player.
He boasts a career average of
9.3 points per game to go along
with 5.8 assists and 2.0 steals.
While his backcourt mate Johnny
Dee gets the recognition as a
great shooter, Anderson holds
a respectable 38 percent career
average on three pointers. After
the game, he reflected on his four
years spent playing point guard
Photo Courtesy of USD Athletics
for the Toreros.
Chris Anderson dribbles down the court.

Von Sprecken honored by WCC
CLAUDIA CLOSE
CONTRIBUTOR
Paige von Sprecken, a
freshman from Yorba Linda,
Calif., was named WCC Pitcher
of the Week after playing in her
first weekend as a Torero at the
Kajikawa Softball Classic in
Tempe, Ariz.
In the season opener,
she threw five innings to help
the Toreros with their 7-6 win
against the University of Texas

at El Paso Miners. The following
game, she threw the whole nine
innings against Arizona State.
The next day, she also pitched the
whole game against New Mexico
that did not end until 1:30 a.m.,
despite the 6-4 loss.
The
past
week,
von
Sprecken has been affected by
her strained Ulnar Collateral
Ligament. She was taken out
at home plate when she dove to
tag a player out. Fortunately, she
was back playing this weekend
in their home opener against

Montana State. The Toreros won
Friday night 5-3.
"I'm very honored to have
gotten [Pitcher of the Week] the
first weekend out," von Sprecken
said. "I know that I wouldn't have
been able to get it if my team
hadn't played so well, so it's not
just my award, it's also theirs."
After winning three out of
the five games in the Classic,
the Toreros are now 5-5 for the
season. Von Sprecken is excited
to compete with her teammates
as the intensity begins to increase

with so many good competitors
on their schedule.
"Winning the WCC my first
season would be incredible," von
Sprecken said. "I know how great
these girls can play and I can't
wait to see how the season will
play out.
The Toreros travel to
University
of
California,
Riverside, on Feb. 21 for a threeday tournament. Their first game
is at 9:00 a.m. against the Utah
State Aggies.
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Baseball struggles in opening weekend
Toreros win one out of four against Morehead State
KELLY MCPHERSON

CONTRIBUTOR

University of San Diego
Toreros baseball kicked off this
weekend with their home opener
against Morehead State at Fowler
Park. The Toreros had a four
game series with a doubleheader
on Saturday.
The Toreros felt confident
going into their home opener and
have high expectations for the
upcoming season. Senior pitcher
Brady Kirkpatrick was ready
for the exciting atmosphere that
came with opening weekend.
"We are very excited
heading into opening weekend,"
Kirkpatrick said. "There is
nothing like playing baseball
on opening day. We are very
confident that everything we have
done in the weight room, and on
the field has prepared us for this
first weekend."
The team has been working
extremely hard and has been
growing and bonding. Redshirt
junior pitcher Wes Judish has
seen improvement over the
offseason and expects that to
translate to the field.
"We have been preparing
all year for this," Judish said.
"We have gone through tough
workouts together and survived a
38 hour weekend of pure baseball.

We still have a lot to prepare for
as the season goes on."
The Toreros have worked
extremely hard since the end of
the 2014 season, both on and
off the field. When speaking to
senior catcher Spencer Dunlap,
he shared the mental and physical
preparation that the team has been
putting in during the offseason.
"We have been practicing,
lifting weights, conditioning, and
doing yoga to prepare ourselves
physically for the season,"
Dunlap said. "But we also
practice visualization and deep
breathing, and listen to various
speakers to help us with the
mental side of baseball. We are a
physically talented team, but our
mental preparation and toughness
is what is going to really separate
us from our opponents."
There are several new
players that have been making an
impact on the team thus far. Both
freshmen and transfer students
have helped to build the team's
foundation.
"We have several new
players that will have major roles
on our team this season," Dunlap
said. "Jacob and David Hill are
junior college transfers that will
be a big part of our pitching staff
this year. Also, freshman pitcher
Michael Teaney and freshman
catcher Riley Adams are two

Photo Courtesy of USD Athletics

The Torero baseball team pulled off a comeback win on Sunday to avoid being swept.
talented younger players to look
out for."
Kirkpatrick was excited
about the caliber of players that
the recruiting staff was able to
bring in this year.
"Our recruiting class this
year was ranked 4th in the nation,
and we will have to rely heavily
on freshman, and transfers from
game one," Kirkpatrick said.
"The returners on this team have
laid a foundation so that it is much
easy for the new guys to come in
and step up."

to find both a balance of players
and a hard work ethic when
preparing his team both mentally
and physically for this season.
He
is
incredibly
successful
in
motivational
speaking in order to bring his
players together before games. He
has successfully created not only
a strong bond within the team but
has also formed a brotherhood.
Spencer
Dunlap
has
high hopes for his team in this
upcoming season.
"We want to continue the

has established here at USD,"
Dunlap said. "We have a great
group of guys this year and our
goal is to make it to Omaha for
the college world series."
The Toreros finished with
one win and three losses in their
opening series against Morehead
State .
They won their final game
6-5 Sunday afternoon with a
walk off bunt from junior Connor
Jauch. We are looking forward to
watching the Toreros in their next
home series on Feb. 20 against

Coach Hill has worked hard

winning tradition that Coach Hill

Dallas Baptist, at Fowler Park.

USD Semester Pass on Sale Now
...

Announcing a Special Topics Course: ETLW 494 International
Approaches to Sustainability taught by Dr. Norm Miller
When and where: May 26111 -29,h at USD
June 3rd through 17th, central Paris, France
June 17th through 25th Strasbourg, France
Course format: Lots of fun and exciting field trips. You will do some writing, presenting
and discussions with Executives in Paris. Some of the topics are related to sustainable
real estate and some to corporate social responsibility.
Course Objectives: 1) To expose students to careers in sustainability and corporate social
responsibility through an examination of the best practices by the best companies, 2) To
gain insights into the strategies used by companies to become more efficient and
profitable, waste less and pollute less, all while making more profits, 3) To examine how
the integration of cutting edge technology and design into buildings, new products and
services can create a better world in which to live, work and play.
Prerequisites: Junior or Senior level student. The course is available as a major or minor
course for management or real estate and or a business elective, subject to approval.
If you have questions please contact Dr. Norm Miller nmiller@sandiego.edu

One pass per student. Valid ID required. No refunds if lost or stolen.
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Women's basketball ready for WCC Tournament
Lady Toreros hold 20-5 record with three games remaining
HUNTER LEVY

CONTRIBUTOR
With all-time University of
San Diego greats Johnny Dee and
Chris Anderson breaking records
and turning heads for the men's
team, the spotlight is frequently
shifted away from the even more
successful women's basketball
team at USD.
Over the past two seasons,
the women's basketball team at
USD has had unprecedented, and
often underappreciated, success.
The team this year consists of
much the same team that began
last year with a blazing hot 15-0
start, ranking them among the
nation's top 25 for the first time
in school history.
Even though the women's
team advanced to the third round
of the National Invitational
Tournament (NIT) last season,
the second most prestigious
postseason tournament in college
basketball, the team ended the
season with a bitter taste in their
mouths.
The expectations for these
young women and coaches were
as lofty as their work ethics, and
the team left Madison Square
Garden with the loss imprinted
on their minds, determined to

avenge their defeat in the year to
come.
Sophomore guard Katherine
Hamilton says the players and
coaching staff have used that
devastating loss as fuel this
season.
"Our coach is constantly
telling us how talented we are
and how we can do big things,"
Hamilton said. "Wanting to
live up to those expectations
motivates us."
Just as they did in the
previous season, the women's
team began the 2014-2015 season
at a blistering pace, losing just
one of their non-conference
games giving them a record of 101. Behind the lights out shooting
of junior guard Malina Hood,
the team entered conference
play full of confidence and with
momentum on their side.
The team went on an
incredible six game winning
stretch
before
they
were
finally defeated by conference
powerhouse, Gonzaga.
The USD women's team
has not been able to best the Zags
in their past 15 tries, spanning
all the way back to the 2008
WCC Championship Game. This
proved to only be a bump in the
road, however, as the team went

on another five game winning
streak before being beaten in the
final minute in a crushing 56-57
loss to Saint Mary's.
Hamilton spoke about this
recent hot streak, citing their
preparation before the season as
a big factor in the team's success.
"All the hard work we put in
over the summer is paying off,"
Hamilton said. "The fact that we
like being teammates with each
other makes it that much easier to
get better every day."
The team has remained in
contention throughout the year
with the tops of the WCC, but
have found themselves bouncing
back and forth between second
and third with Saint Mary's.
With a still unbeaten conference
record, Gonzaga sits comfortably
atop the standings. Unfortunately,
however, USD
suffered
a
heartbreaking loss to Saint Mary's
just last week in a 66-68 effort.
With that loss, the women's team
relinquished their half-game lead
to the Gaels and have moved back
down into second place.
Malina Hood has led the
Lady Torero's this year in scoring
with a solid 15.5 points per
game, as well as grabbing down
a respectable three rebounds. Post
Sophia Ederaine has also come

Photo Courtesy of USD Athletics

Malina Hood drives to the basket against the LMU Lions.
up huge for the team, averaging
just shy of 12 points per game
as well "as 9.8 rebounds and
4.76 blocks. The Toreros are an
extremely deep team with six
different players scoring five or
more points a game.
The season is winding down
with just three games left in the
regular season, all of which are
to be played at the Jenny Craig
Pavilion. The final home stand
consists of the tough opponents
of BYU, Gonzaga, and lastly
Portland. This stretch could be
huge for the team if they are able
to avenge their loss to BYU, upset

the favorite Gonzaga, and handle
Portland just as they did this past
December, by 22 points.
With the disappointment
of
last
year's
postseason
still lingering, the women's
basketball team looks to come
into postseason play strong, and
hopefully receive an NCAA
tournament berth, something
which has eluded them since the
2008 season. Will this be the
season that the Lady Toreros take
the next step and emerge onto
the national scene in the NCAA
tournament? Hopes are high, but
only time will tell.

San Diego Padres strive for greatness

NOAH HILTON

CONTRIBUTOR

It's official: baseball is
back.
Padres' pitchers and
catchers reported to Arizona
for the start of spring training
with pennant contention on their
minds.
For the first time in many
years, the Padres are in the
discussion for the National
League Pennant race. These
are not murmurings longtime
fans of the hometown Friars are
used to hearing. However, under
the guidance of new rock star
general manager A J. Preller, this
is also not the same team that San
Diegans are used to rooting for.
It appears that the days
of cost-saving rosters full of
fringe major leaguers, dormant
offenses buoyed by occasionallyspectacular
pitching,
and
collective disinterest from fans
both in San Diego and around the
league are long gone.
Preller, in his first offseason
with the team after being hired
in August, has taken the Padres
from afterthought to attraction
with a flurry of trades and free
agent signings that have kept
the heads of baseball insiders
spinning all winter.
Interestingly enough, the
Padres offseason actually began
with rejections from two of the
most sought-after free agents
available, former Giants third
baseman Pablo Sandoval and

Cuban slugger Yasmany Tomas.
However, the simple fact that the
Padres were even in the running
for such big-money stars signaled
a possible shift in the attitude of
the team's front office.
Within two weeks, Preller
had almost completely remade
the Friars' Opening Day lineup.
First, he traded up-and-coming
catcher Yasmani Grandal to the
Dodgers for former National
League MVP Matt Kemp. Many
fans dismissed the move as
nothing more than an attempt to
generate ticket sales.
However, they were not
saying the same thing when
former No.l prospect Wil Myers
was added from the Rays or
when, the very next day, the team
made a deal with the Braves for
brawny slugger Justin Upton,
completing the transformation
of the Padres' outfield that had
minimal offensive production last
season.
Preller didn't stop there,
either, adding former top prospect
Will Middlebrooks from the Red
Sox and All-Star catcher Derek
Norris from Oakland before
signing marquee free agent
pitcher James Shields to a fouryear contract just a few weeks
ago.
Suddenly, industry insiders
were forced to take notice of what
was brewing out in San Diego.
Had the Padres' rookie GM
turned them into legitimate title
contenders? In many regards, it
would appear so.

loto Courtesy o
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The San Diego Padres will play their first home game of the season on April 6.
The new outfield made
up of Kemp, Myers, and Upton
will bring much-needed pop
to an offense that ranked near
the bottom of the league last
season. Shields adds both playoff
experience from his appearance
in the World Series last year
as a member of the Kansas
City Royals organization, and
undeniable consistency to a staff
that has been bitten by the injury
bug again and again in seasons
past.
By headlining a starting
rotation that already included AllStar Tyson Ross, flamethrower
Andrew Cashner, and the reliable
Ian Kennedy, the Padres look to
be formidable from the mound
once again.
Of course, questions still
remain about the talent the Padres
have added. Most prominently,

insiders are wondering how the
Kemp-Myers-Upton trio will fare
in defending PETCO Park's vast
outfield.
The infield, comprised of
second baseman Jedd Gyorko
and what amounts to a collection
of also-rans, leaves much to be
desired and should be the Padres'
main weakness if more trades or
signings are in the works.
Finally, aside from Upton,
all of the team's new additions
are either coming off of poor
performances last year, such as
Myers and Middlebrooks, or
have doubts about the long-term
durability of Kemp, Myers, and
Shields.
While it is not wildly
imaginative to dream of these
players matching or exceeding
their potential, it also is not wildly
imaginative to see them suffering

through injuries or extended
slumps.
The fact remains, however,
that the Padres have added several
potential
face-of-the-franchise
type players to a team that
desperately needed some, and
are finally relevant again in the
increasingly-competitive world
of Major League Baseball. The
2015 season has potential to be
special for the city of San Diego.
Fans can certainly only dream
at this point, but the fact that
such ideas are even being tossed
around speaks to the successes
generated by Preller and the
Padres front office over the past
few months.
Without a doubt, this buzzworthy team will be one to watch
moving forward and promises
to bring some highlight-worthy
moments to the Gaslamp District.

